
Why Hiring a Consultant is Your Best
Bet for Climate Active Certification in
Australia
Canonical: https://northmoregordon.com/articles/why-hiring-a-consultant-is-your-best-bet-for-climate-active-certific
ation-in-australia/

Details:
Home › Articles › Why Hiring a Consultant is Your Best Bet for Climate Active Certification in Australia

# Why Hiring a Consultant is Your Best Bet for Climate Active Certification in Australia

Published: December 1, 2023.

Climate Active is an Australian government-backed accreditation program that allows companies to
certify their organisations, products, services, events, buildings, or precincts as carbon neutral. The
certification requires measuring Scope 1, 2, and material Scope 3 emissions, reducing emissions
where possible, and offsetting the remainder through purchased and retired offsets. Annual reporting is
mandatory, with results published on the Climate Active website. For businesses seeking credible
environmental claims and stakeholder confidence, the certification provides third-party validation and
demonstrates genuine commitment to carbon neutrality rather than unsubstantiated green claims.

Publication context: This article reflects its publication date. Market prices, program rules, reporting
duties and deadlines may have changed. Confirm current official guidance before making a decision.

In the age of climate change, Australian businesses are increasingly recognizing the importance of
decarbonizing their operations and reducing energy costs through energy efficiency projects. Climate
Active certification is one of the most reputable ways to demonstrate your commitment to sustainability
and carbon neutrality. However, navigating the complex world of carbon accounting and certification
can be challenging. That's where consultants like Northmore Gordon come into play. In this article, we'll
explore why it's best to engage a consultant to help you become Climate Active certified in Australia.

### The Road to Climate Active Certification

Becoming Climate Active certified is a multi-step process that requires a deep understanding of
greenhouse gas emissions, energy efficiency, and sustainability practices. Here's a breakdown of the
steps involved:

Engage Northmore Gordon as Your Climate Consultant

A dedicated certified consultant will be assigned to guide you through the entire carbon neutrality
process, offering comprehensive support every step of the way.

Register Your Company

Upon submitting your registration form, Northmore Gordon takes charge of the application process.
Prepares all documentation, submits on your behalf and makes any changes after Climate Active's
review.

Calculate Your Carbon Footprint

One of the pivotal aspects of Climate Active certification is understanding and quantifying your
greenhouse gas ( GHG ) emissions. Northmore Gordon's expertise comes into play as they conduct a



carbon footprint calculation. This step can be further enhanced by opting for an Energy Audit, which
helps identify opportunities to reduce both energy consumption and carbon emissions.

Develop a Tailored Reduction Strategy

Northmore Gordon creates a customised strategy that aligns with your business goals. This strategy is
designed to reduce your environmental impact and help you achieve your emission reduction
objectives.

Facilitate Validation

Validation is a rigorous process that requires meticulous documentation and adherence to Climate
Active's stringent standards. Your consultant, Northmore Gordon, guides you through this process,
ensuring that all necessary criteria are met.

Identify and Purchase Offsets

Offsetting unavoidable emissions is a critical component of the certification process. Northmore Gordon
assists in identifying appropriate offset projects and facilitates their purchase, ensuring that your carbon
neutrality claim is supported by tangible actions.

Manage the Certification Process

Upon successful validation, Northmore Gordon takes on the responsibility of managing the certification
process. This includes overseeing the publication of your public disclosure statement on Climate
Active's website.

Streamline Annual Compliance

Becoming Climate Active certified is an ongoing commitment. Northmore Gordon helps you navigate
the annual compliance process, ensuring that your certification remains valid and up-to-date.

### Why Choose Northmore Gordon?

So, why should Australian businesses looking to decarbonize and reduce energy costs choose
Northmore Gordon as their consultant for Climate Active certification?

Expertise: Northmore Gordon boasts a team of experts with a deep understanding of climate science,
energy efficiency, and sustainability practices

Comprehensive Support: From start to finish, Northmore Gordon provides comprehensive support,
making the certification process seamless and stress-free for businesses

Customized Solutions: Every business is unique, and Northmore Gordon tailors their strategies to align
with your specific goals and challenges

Ongoing Assistance: With Northmore Gordon, your commitment to sustainability doesn't end with
certification. They ensure that you remain compliant year after year

Achieving Climate Active certification is a testament to your commitment to combat climate change and
reduce energy costs in Australia. However, the certification path is complex and requires specialized
knowledge and experience. By engaging Northmore Gordon as your climate consultant, you gain a
valuable partner on your journey to sustainability, making the process efficient, effective, and
successful. Take the first step today and lead your business towards a more sustainable and
climate-friendly future.

## Reporting and compliance context

Confirm the reporting entity and period, current thresholds, regulator guidance, evidence boundary and
assurance obligations before applying the dated discussion to a live report.



## Related guidance

Carbon advisory

Scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions

Contact us

Read the original article for the source publication and its full context.

### What is Climate Active certification and why does it matter for Australian businesses?

Climate Active is an Australian government-backed accreditation program that allows companies to
certify their organisations, products, services, events, buildings, or precincts as carbon neutral. The
certification requires measuring Scope 1, 2, and material Scope 3 emissions, reducing emissions
where possible, and offsetting the remainder through purchased and retired offsets. Annual reporting is
mandatory, with results published on the Climate Active website. For businesses seeking credible
environmental claims and stakeholder confidence, the certification provides third-party validation and
demonstrates genuine commitment to carbon neutrality rather than unsubstantiated green claims.

### How does the choice of offset instruments affect Climate Active compliance?

Climate Active allows different offsets depending on emission scope: Large-scale Generation
Certificates (LGCs) for Scope 2 emissions, and Australian Carbon Credit Units (ACCUs), Certified
Emission Reductions (CERs), Removal Units (RMUs), Verified Carbon Units (VCUs), or Verified
Emission Reductions (VERs) for Scope 1 or 3 emissions. Selecting the correct instrument requires
understanding the eligible activity, scheme requirements, and ensuring ownership and retirement
integrity. We assist in identifying appropriate offset projects and facilitating their purchase, ensuring that
offset selections meet Climate Active's standards and support credible carbon neutrality claims without
mixing different instrument families or making unsupported claims about their equivalence.

### What role does an energy audit play in the Climate Active certification process?

An energy audit enhances the carbon footprint calculation by identifying opportunities to reduce both
energy consumption and carbon emissions. We conduct energy audits as part of our certification
support, investigating site energy use and identifying improvement opportunities through assessment of
utility consumption, equipment performance, and operational practices. This step is particularly
valuable because it reveals actionable reduction pathways before offsetting unavoidable emissions,
thereby strengthening the emissions-reduction strategy and demonstrating genuine effort to minimise
the carbon footprint rather than relying primarily on offsets.

### How does Northmore Gordon manage the Climate Active registration and validation process?

We take charge of the entire application process by preparing all required documentation, submitting
our registration form on our behalf, and managing revisions after Climate Active's review. Once
emissions are calculated and a customised reduction strategy is developed, we facilitate validation—a
rigorous process requiring meticulous documentation and adherence to Climate Active's stringent
standards. This comprehensive support removes the administrative burden from the company and
reduces the risk of compliance errors or missed requirements, allowing management to focus on
business operations while the consultant ensures all procedural and evidence standards are met.

### What does the customised reduction strategy include and how is it developed?

After quantifying greenhouse gas emissions through carbon footprint calculation, we create a
customised reduction strategy that aligns with the business's specific goals and operational context.
The strategy identifies practical opportunities to reduce environmental impact and achieve
emission-reduction objectives, informed by the energy audit findings and our industry sector,
equipment, and constraints. This tailored approach is more effective than generic recommendations



because it reflects real business decisions, dependencies, and financial implications, making reduction
targets achievable and meaningful rather than aspirational.

### What are Northmore Gordon's key strengths as a Climate Active certification consultant?

We offer four core strengths: Expertise—a team with deep understanding of climate science, energy
efficiency, and sustainability practices; Comprehensive Support—seamless, stress-free guidance from
initial assessment through certification and beyond; Customized Solutions—strategies tailored to each
business's specific goals and operational challenges rather than one-size-fits-all approaches; and
Ongoing Assistance—management of the annual compliance process to ensure certification remains
valid year after year. These capabilities address the complexity of Climate Active requirements and
reduce the organisational burden of maintaining accreditation while focusing internal resources on
business priorities.

### What is Northmore Gordon's responsibility after successful Climate Active validation?

Upon successful validation, we oversee the certification process, including managing publication of our
public disclosure statement on the Climate Active website. The consultant then guides the company
through the ongoing annual compliance process to ensure the certification remains current and valid.
This post-certification support is critical because Climate Active requires continuous compliance, and
failures in annual reporting or offset integrity could jeopardise the accreditation. Our continued
involvement protects our certification status and enables management to maintain focus on operational
improvements while the consultant handles compliance administration.

### How does Northmore Gordon distinguish between Scope 2 and Scope 1/3 emissions in the
certification strategy?

Our approach recognises that Scope 2 (purchased electricity) and Scope 1/3 (direct and value-chain)
emissions require different reduction and offset strategies. For Scope 2, the consultant may
recommend renewable electricity procurement or energy efficiency improvements to reduce demand.
For Scope 1 and 3, the strategy identifies operational reductions—such as process improvements, fuel
switching, or supply-chain interventions—before offsetting through ACCUs or other approved
instruments. This differentiated approach reflects the practical distinction between controllable
emissions, electricity attributes, and carbon credits, ensuring that the reduction strategy addresses the
specific characteristics of each emission source rather than treating all emissions equivalently.

### What documentation and evidence standards does Northmore Gordon prepare for Climate Active?

Climate Active validation requires meticulous documentation of emissions calculations, reduction
efforts, and offset purchases. We prepare all required evidence supporting the carbon footprint
calculation, including activity data, emissions factors, system boundaries, and adjustment
methodologies. The consultant also documents the business case for reduction strategies,
implementation status of agreed measures, and offset project details including eligibility, quantity, and
retirement records. Meeting Climate Active's stringent standards requires version control, clear audit
trails, and transparent assumptions—technical rigour that our experience with measurement and
verification and carbon accounting standards enables it to deliver reliably.

### How does hiring a consultant reduce risk compared to managing Climate Active certification
in-house?

In-house certification management requires expertise spanning carbon accounting, offset instrument
eligibility, validation procedures, and annual reporting compliance—a combination of specialist
knowledge few organisations maintain internally. Our dedicated expertise reduces the risk of
calculation errors, ineligible offset selections, incomplete documentation, or missed compliance
deadlines that could undermine the certification or trigger revalidation costs. The consultant also stays
current with Climate Active requirement changes and offset market developments, protecting the



company from obsolete approaches. This risk reduction is particularly valuable because a failed
certification claim damages stakeholder trust and may trigger reputational damage, making
professional support a prudent investment rather than a cost.


