
AWT - Northmore Gordon
Canonical: https://northmoregordon.com/glossary/awt/

Details:
Home › Glossary › AWT

# AWT

AWT stands for alternative waste treatment. This term refers to methods and facilities that process
waste using approaches beyond conventional disposal or landfill. Alternative waste treatment
encompasses various technologies and processes designed to manage waste streams more
sustainably while potentially recovering energy or material value. Understanding AWT is important for
organisations evaluating waste management strategies and exploring eligibility for related
environmental incentive schemes.

## Related guidance

Carbon advisory

Scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions

Certificates

Government schemes

Certificate trading

Measurement and verification

### What does AWT stand for?

AWT stands for alternative waste treatment. This term refers to methods and facilities that process
waste using approaches beyond conventional disposal or landfill. Alternative waste treatment
encompasses various technologies and processes designed to manage waste streams more
sustainably while potentially recovering energy or material value. Understanding AWT is important for
organisations evaluating waste management strategies and exploring eligibility for related
environmental incentive schemes.

### What is the purpose of the alternative waste treatment (AWT) method?

The AWT method provides an incentive to develop new alternative waste treatment facilities or expand
existing ones to increase waste processing capacity. By supporting facility development and expansion,
the method encourages investment in technologies that handle waste more sustainably than traditional
landfill approaches. This incentive structure aligns with broader environmental and resource-recovery
objectives, making AWT relevant for organisations seeking to improve waste management practices
while potentially accessing financial support or environmental credits.

### Does the AWT method apply only to new facilities?

No, the AWT method applies to both developing new alternative waste treatment facilities and
expanding existing facilities to increase their waste processing capacity. This dual applicability means
that established operators can access support for expansion projects, not just greenfield developments.
Organisations with existing waste management infrastructure should assess whether
capacity-enhancement projects qualify, as expansion may offer eligible pathways to incentives



alongside new facility development.

### How does alternative waste treatment relate to energy and carbon management?

Alternative waste treatment can have significant energy and carbon implications. Many AWT
processes—such as anaerobic digestion, thermal treatment, or material recovery—generate or
consume energy and affect greenhouse-gas emissions. Our service scope includes carbon advisory,
emissions assessment, and transition planning. Organisations considering AWT projects should
evaluate their energy demands, potential waste-heat recovery opportunities, and carbon outcomes as
part of broader decarbonisation strategies and environmental reporting obligations.

### What information should be prepared before assessing an AWT project?

Before assessing an alternative waste treatment project, prepare a detailed waste characterisation,
current disposal or processing methods, proposed facility scope, and expected processing volumes
and composition. Document existing energy use patterns and any planned infrastructure changes.
Identify relevant environmental permits, facility location, and operational constraints such as treatment
capacity and throughput requirements. This evidence foundation allows advisers to evaluate technical
feasibility, environmental outcomes, capital requirements, and eligibility for any applicable incentive
schemes or environmental certificates.

### Can alternative waste treatment projects access environmental certificates or funding?

Alternative waste treatment activities may be eligible for environmental certificates or other incentive
schemes, depending on the specific technology, location, timing, and applicable regulations. Eligibility
is not automatic and depends on meeting particular scheme requirements and activity definitions. We
provide environmental certificate services, including project assessment, evidence gathering, and
registration support. Early engagement with a specialist is essential to determine eligibility, identify
required evidence, and understand commercial terms before committing to a project timeline.

### What operational outcomes must be maintained when implementing AWT?

When implementing alternative waste treatment, key operational outcomes include reliable waste
processing capacity, compliance with environmental and health regulations, and maintenance of
product quality or residual-material standards. Treatment performance and asset availability are critical
constraints that efficiency or energy-reduction measures must not compromise. Our operationally
focused approach emphasises assessing AWT projects within realistic operating requirements rather
than optimising energy consumption in isolation, ensuring that improvements support rather than
undermine facility reliability and environmental performance.

### Where can I find more information about AWT assessment and implementation support?

The AWT glossary entry is located under Home » Glossary » AWT on the Northmore Gordon website.
For detailed guidance on assessment, investment planning, measurement, or environmental certificate
eligibility for alternative waste treatment projects, consult our broader knowledge resources on energy
management, environmental certificates, and sector-specific assessment approaches. You can also
use the enquiry route on our website to discuss a specific project and receive proportionate initial
guidance on scope and next steps.


