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# ESC (VIC)

ESC (VIC) stands for the Essential Services Commission, a regulatory body that promotes the
long-term interests of Victorian consumers with respect to the price, quality and reliability of essential
services. In the context of energy efficiency, the ESC provides relevant approval scope that must be
matched to proposed projects under Victoria's Victorian Energy Upgrades scheme.

## Related guidance
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Energy audits

What to do after an energy audit

### What does ESC (VIC) stand for on this glossary page?

ESC (VIC) stands for the Essential Services Commission, a regulatory body that promotes the
long-term interests of Victorian consumers with respect to the price, quality and reliability of essential
services. In the context of energy efficiency, the ESC provides relevant approval scope that must be
matched to proposed projects under Victoria's Victorian Energy Upgrades scheme.

### How does the Essential Services Commission relate to Victorian Energy Upgrades?

The Essential Services Commission provides the approval scope and regulatory framework for the
Victorian Energy Upgrades (VEU) scheme, which is administered by the Victorian Government. Project
eligibility under VEU depends on matching proposed activities to the ESC's defined approval scope.
This means understanding the ESC's requirements is essential before finalizing project design or
investment decisions in Victorian energy efficiency initiatives.

### Is the ESC referred to on this page the same as an Energy Savings Certificate?

No. ESC (VIC) on this page refers to the Essential Services Commission, a Victorian regulatory body.
This is distinct from an Energy Savings Certificate, also abbreviated ESC, which is a tradeable
environmental instrument created under the New South Wales Energy Savings Scheme (NSW ESS).
Confusing these two acronyms could lead to applying incorrect scheme requirements. Victoria's energy
efficiency scheme creates VEECs (Victorian Energy Efficiency Certificates), not ESCs.

### What certificates does Victoria's energy efficiency scheme produce?

Victoria's Victorian Energy Upgrades (VEU) scheme produces VEECs—Victorian Energy Efficiency
Certificates. These are created by accredited providers for eligible activities. The Essential Services
Commission provides the approval scope that determines which activities and equipment qualify for



VEEC creation. Understanding this distinction is important because VEECs operate under different
rules, eligibility criteria and value dynamics than energy savings certificates from other Australian
schemes.

### Why is matching ESC approval scope important for Victorian energy projects?

The Essential Services Commission's approval scope defines the boundaries within which energy
efficiency activities can be eligible under Victorian Energy Upgrades. A technically sound upgrade is
not automatically eligible; it must meet specific activity, premises, equipment and scheme conditions
set within the ESC's approval framework. Before committing to a project design or investment,
confirming alignment with current ESC scope helps avoid pursuing activities that cannot generate
VEECs or meet regulatory requirements.

### How can Northmore Gordon help with ESC approval scope assessment?

Our knowledge library covers the Victorian Energy Upgrades scheme and can support clients in
understanding ESC approval scope requirements. We can assist with project screening to confirm
whether proposed activities and equipment align with current ESC requirements, help identify the right
project pathway between prescribed activities and project-based methods, and prepare evidence and
project briefs that address relevant approval scope before detailed design or investment decisions are
finalized.

### What should I verify about ESC approval scope before starting a Victorian energy project?

Before committing to a Victorian energy project, verify the specific activity category, equipment
requirements, and premises eligibility under current ESC approval scope. Prepare a screening file
documenting site address, existing and proposed equipment, project stage and available energy data.
The Victorian Government's specifications page provides a starting point, but the exact current
specifications and ESC approval scope must be matched to your proposed project. Engaging an
adviser early helps confirm eligibility before measurement or installation commitments are made.

### How does ESC approval scope affect measurement and verification planning?

The ESC's approval scope determines which project-based methods are available—measurement and
verification (using pre- and post-upgrade energy data) or benchmark rating (using NABERS ratings) for
more complex sites. Choosing the correct method early is essential because it identifies what evidence
must exist before equipment changes occur. This planning directly affects baseline data collection,
operational records needed, and the measurement boundary definition, making early coordination
between technical and ESC-scope assessment critical.


