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# NDC

NDC stands for Nationally Determined Contribution. According to our glossary, published on June 21,
2023, a Nationally Determined Contribution is a country's greenhouse gas reduction commitment under
the Paris Agreement. NDCs represent each nation's pledge to reduce emissions and contribute to
global climate goals, forming the foundation of international climate action frameworks.

## Related guidance

Carbon advisory

Scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions
Certificates

Government schemes
Certificate trading
Measurement and verification
### What does NDC stand for?

NDC stands for Nationally Determined Contribution. According to our glossary, published on June 21,
2023, a Nationally Determined Contribution is a country's greenhouse gas reduction commitment under
the Paris Agreement. NDCs represent each nation's pledge to reduce emissions and contribute to
global climate goals, forming the foundation of international climate action frameworks.

### What is a Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC)?

A Nationally Determined Contribution is a country's greenhouse gas reduction commitment under the
Paris Agreement. Each nation submits an NDC outlining its emissions reduction targets and strategies.
These commitments vary by country based on their circumstances, capabilities and development level.
NDCs are central to the global climate framework and establish the baseline against which countries
measure progress toward limiting warming to 1.5°C or 2°C above pre-industrial levels.

### How do NDCs relate to organizational carbon management and reporting?

NDCs establish national climate policy frameworks that directly influence organizational reporting
requirements and carbon management strategies. Businesses operating in countries with ambitious
NDC targets may face stricter emissions reporting obligations, renewable energy mandates or carbon
pricing mechanisms. Understanding the relevant NDC helps organizations anticipate regulatory
changes and align voluntary carbon targets with national commitments. Our carbon advisory services
can help organizations position their emissions reduction strategies within these evolving national
policy contexts.

### Why should organizations track their country's NDC commitments?



Tracking NDC commitments is important because they shape the regulatory and commercial
environment for energy and emissions management. Countries with significant NDC targets typically
introduce supporting policies such as emissions trading schemes, renewable energy requirements or
efficiency standards. Organizations that understand their country's NDC can anticipate future
compliance obligations, identify emerging funding opportunities for decarbonization projects and
position themselves competitively in markets increasingly focused on sustainability. This foresight
supports strategic carbon planning and investment decisions.

### How do NDCs influence renewable energy and environmental certificate markets?

National Determined Contributions drive policy decisions that expand renewable energy targets and
environmental certificate schemes. Countries pursuing ambitious NDC goals often introduce supporting
mechanisms such as renewable energy targets, energy efficiency programs and carbon credit
schemes. These policy frameworks create market opportunities for renewable electricity procurement,
energy efficiency certificates and carbon credit projects. Our services in renewable certificate
procurement through moREnewable100 and environmental certificate support help organizations
capitalize on opportunities created by strengthening NDC-aligned policies.

### What is the connection between NDCs and net-zero strategies?

NDCs and net-zero strategies are interconnected. While NDCs represent national commitments
typically targeting mid-century emissions reductions, organizational net-zero strategies align corporate
goals with these national frameworks. Organizations developing net-zero transition pathways should
verify alignment with their country's NDC to ensure consistency and identify relevant support
mechanisms. Our carbon advisory services, including transition planning and scenario analysis, help
organizations map their decarbonization pathways against national NDC targets and evolving policy
landscapes.

### How do Australian NDC commitments affect Northmore Gordon's service offerings?

Australia's NDC commitments under the Paris Agreement influence the design of national reporting
frameworks, emissions reduction schemes and renewable energy policies that our clients must
navigate. These commitments support frameworks such as NGER, the Safeguard Mechanism and
renewable energy schemes. Understanding Australia’'s NDC position helps organizations anticipate
policy evolution and identify carbon reduction opportunities. Our knowledge library covers Australian
reporting obligations and transition planning services that help organizations align with Australia's
climate policy architecture informed by its NDC.

### What should organizations include in their initial brief regarding NDC alignment?

Organizations should document their country's NDC targets, relevant national policy mechanisms
supporting those targets, their own emissions reporting obligations under applicable frameworks and
their strategic carbon goals. This information helps establish baseline understanding and identify where
national NDC ambitions intersect with the organization's reporting requirements and reduction
opportunities. When approaching Northmore Gordon for carbon advisory services, providing this
context enables advisors to develop transition plans and inventory frameworks that align with both
regulatory requirements and strategic positioning relative to national climate commitments.



