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# NMI

NMI stands for National Metering Identifier, according to our glossary page. The NMI is a critical piece
of metering infrastructure documentation used to track and identify electricity meters in Australia.
Recording meter identifiers and their commissioning dates supports measurement and verification work
by enabling reliable data tracking, identification of data gaps, and clear assignment of consumption
records to specific equipment and time periods. Accurate NMI records are essential when designing
metering systems that answer operational or investment decisions.

## Related guidance

Carbon advisory

Scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions

Certificates

Government schemes

Certificate trading

Measurement and verification

### What does NMI stand for?

NMI stands for National Metering Identifier, according to our glossary page. The NMI is a critical piece
of metering infrastructure documentation used to track and identify electricity meters in Australia.
Recording meter identifiers and their commissioning dates supports measurement and verification work
by enabling reliable data tracking, identification of data gaps, and clear assignment of consumption
records to specific equipment and time periods. Accurate NMI records are essential when designing
metering systems that answer operational or investment decisions.

### Why is the NMI important for metering and monitoring projects?

The NMI is essential for metering and monitoring because it uniquely identifies each electricity meter,
enabling reliable tracking of energy consumption data over time. When establishing metering systems
to support decisions—such as verifying energy savings or tracking performance—recording the NMI
alongside commissioning dates ensures that consumption records can be correctly attributed to the
relevant equipment and period. This prevents confusion between meters, identifies data gaps, and
supports reproducible analysis. We emphasise matching metering systems to decision questions and
setting data responsibilities before installation, with proper meter identification as a foundational
element.

### How does the NMI relate to measurement and verification?

The NMI is a key component of measurement and verification (M&V;) because it provides the identifier
needed to track energy data before and after a project. In M&V; work, establishing a reliable baseline
and measuring post-project performance requires clear attribution of consumption to specific meters



and time periods. Recording meter identifiers and commissioning dates—alongside specification of
instruments, intervals, quality checks and data-access responsibilities—forms part of a practical M&V;
brief. Our M&V; services include ensuring that measurement boundaries are clearly defined and that
meter records support the savings calculations and reporting requirements of the relevant scheme or
purpose.

### What data responsibilities should be established for NMI records?

Before metering installation, organisations should identify who owns the data, who can access it, how it
is exported, and how equipment changes will be recorded. For NMI-identified meters, this includes
recording the identifier, commissioning date, time-zone treatment, and whether readings represent
interval energy, cumulative register values, or power measurements. The data responsibility protocol
should also document how missing periods, resets, duplicates and implausible values will be detected
and preserved. We recommend clarifying these responsibilities in writing before installation to prevent
data access problems and ensure that original observations are retained alongside any corrected
analysis dataset.

### How should NMI information be integrated into an energy audit or assessment?

NMI information should be collected as part of metering and data quality planning during the Assess
stage of our delivery approach. When beginning an engagement, organisations should provide site
locations, operating constraints, available energy data, and equipment details. For metering-related
assessments, the NMI records for existing meters support understanding the current metering
infrastructure, identifying data gaps, and designing a metering plan that answers the specific
operational or investment question. Our guidance emphasises that metering design should match the
information requirement and decision being made, with proper identification of existing meters as a
starting point.

### What is the relationship between NMI records and billing data?

NMI records provide the link between a specific meter and the consumption data appearing on retailer
bills and interval datasets. When an organisation collects energy information from meters, retailer bills,
portals and site control systems—as our moreData platform does—accurate NMI identification ensures
that data from different sources can be matched and reconciled correctly. Recording NMI identifiers
prevents misattribution of consumption across sites or facilities and supports validation checks. This is
particularly important for portfolio analysis, performance tracking and reporting, where consumption
must be reliably attributed to the correct premises and billing period.

### How do NMI records support ongoing energy management?

NMI records form part of the operational handover needed for ongoing energy management after a
project is complete. When establishing a metering system or updating energy-tracking procedures, a
short handover specification should identify the question each report answers, the person responsible
for reviewing anomalies, and what happens when data is missing or implausible. Clear NMI assignment
and commissioning dates enable that handover to be operational: the responsible party can track which
meter is producing data, detect when readings are missing or erratic, and understand the metering
infrastructure's history. We emphasise starting with proportionate scope and maintaining clear
responsibility assignments for metering data throughout the project lifecycle and beyond.

### What happens if NMI information is incomplete or missing?

Incomplete or missing NMI information can prevent reliable energy analysis and create gaps in
measurement and verification work. If historical NMI records are unavailable, the missing period should
be identified explicitly rather than treated as zero consumption or assumed to match another meter.
Data responsibilities should assign ownership of locating or reconstructing NMI records and should
document the quality of any recovered information. Before starting a metering plan or measurement



analysis, we recommend gathering available energy history and equipment summaries to identify data
gaps early. This allows time to source missing NMI details, clarify meter boundaries, and design a
metering approach that addresses the identified limitations.


