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# NZECS

NZECS stands for New Zealand Energy Certificate System. It is the Renewable Energy Certificate
registry operating in New Zealand, managed by Certified Energy. NZECS functions as a tracking and
administrative system for renewable electricity attributes generated from eligible energy projects in the
New Zealand jurisdiction, similar in purpose to certificate registries in other jurisdictions but specific to
New Zealand's regulatory framework and renewable energy scheme requirements.
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### What does NZECS stand for?

NZECS stands for New Zealand Energy Certificate System. It is the Renewable Energy Certificate
registry operating in New Zealand, managed by Certified Energy. NZECS functions as a tracking and
administrative system for renewable electricity attributes generated from eligible energy projects in the
New Zealand jurisdiction, similar in purpose to certificate registries in other jurisdictions but specific to
New Zealand's regulatory framework and renewable energy scheme requirements.

### Who manages the NZECS registry?

The NZECS registry is managed by Certified Energy, the organisation responsible for administering
New Zealand's renewable energy certificate system. As the registry operator, Certified Energy
maintains records of certificate issuance, ownership, transfer and retirement, ensuring that renewable
electricity attributes are properly tracked and that eligible claims can be supported with verifiable
documentation. Registry management is essential to establishing the credibility and tradability of
certificates within the scheme.

### How do NZECS fit within renewable certificate schemes globally?

NZECS are New Zealand's equivalent to renewable energy certificate systems operating in other
jurisdictions. Similar instruments include Australia's STCs (Small-scale Technology Certificates), LGCs
(Large-scale Generation Certificates) and REGOs (Renewable Electricity Guarantee of Origin), as well
as International Renewable Energy Certificates (I-RECs). Each scheme has jurisdiction-specific
eligibility requirements, creation methodologies and claim purposes. NZECS should not be treated as
interchangeable with certificates from other schemes; the governing rules, registry and applicable
claims differ by location.



### What is the practical purpose of NZECS in renewable energy projects?

NZECS represent renewable electricity attributes generated from eligible projects and recorded in the
New Zealand registry. They serve to document and enable the trading of renewable energy generation,
allowing project owners to monetise environmental attributes separately from physical electricity sales.
Organisations can procure NZECS to support renewable-electricity claims or market-based accounting
under applicable frameworks. The certificate provides evidence of renewable generation and enables
the holder to retire the certificate in support of a stated renewable-energy claim, provided ownership
and retirement are properly documented.

### How should NZECS be assessed for project eligibility and value?

Assessment of NZECS involves confirming the technology type, project location, generation period and
applicable New Zealand regulatory requirements. Before relying on NZECS as a project revenue
source, organisations should establish the eligible activity, confirm current scheme rules, determine
certificate creation methodology and verify commercial terms including price assumptions and market
timing. Scheme eligibility and certificate quantity are separate from certificate price; a project
assessment should model these variables independently and confirm the evidence requirements for
registry issuance before committing to financial projections.

### Can NZECS be used interchangeably with renewable certificates from other countries?

No. NZECS are specific to New Zealand's regulatory framework and cannot be used interchangeably
with renewable certificates from other jurisdictions such as Australia's STCs, LGCs or REGOs, or with
International Renewable Energy Certificates. Each scheme operates under different eligibility rules,
creation procedures and claim purposes. An organisation operating across multiple jurisdictions must
assess each location's applicable certificate scheme separately and maintain clear records of which
certificates apply to which energy generation or claim, avoiding confusion between scheme-specific
instruments.

### What role do NZECS play in renewable electricity accounting?

NZECS can be procured and retired to support renewable-electricity claims or market-based Scope 2
accounting under applicable reporting frameworks. When an organisation retires a NZECS, it gains the
right to claim that the renewable attributes represented by that certificate support its renewable energy
or emissions-reduction reporting. However, purchasing NZECS does not by itself reduce physical
energy consumption or facility emissions; it establishes contractual rights to renewable-electricity
attributes. The claim must align with the applicable accounting framework and the certificate's
retirement evidence must be properly documented.

### How can Northmore Gordon assist with NZECS assessment and procurement?

Our renewable certificate services include assessment of scheme eligibility, certificate creation
requirements and commercial terms. The organisation can help organisations in New Zealand or those
with cross-jurisdictional portfolios understand NZECS requirements, evaluate project-specific eligibility,
and establish evidence and procurement strategies. Our moREnewable100 service supports
renewable energy certificate procurement, including due diligence and retirement documentation. For
projects involving NZECS, we can clarify the applicable scheme rules and help integrate certificate
planning into project investment cases.



