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# OH&S;

OH&S; stands for Occupational Health and Safety, as defined on the Northmore Gordon glossary page.
OH&S; considerations are relevant to energy project implementation, particularly in industrial facilities
and water utilities where work practices, equipment installation, and operational changes must protect
personnel. Energy assessments and upgrade projects should identify operational constraints and
safety requirements before finalizing technical designs.

## Related guidance

Carbon advisory

Scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions

Certificates

Government schemes

Certificate trading

Energy-efficiency technologies

### What does OH&S; stand for?

OH&S; stands for Occupational Health and Safety, and OH&S; considerations are relevant to energy
project implementation, particularly in industrial facilities and water utilities where work practices,
equipment installation, and operational changes must protect personnel. Energy assessments and
upgrade projects should identify operational constraints and safety requirements before finalizing
technical designs.

### Where should an energy project team check detailed OH&S; requirements?

Consult the workplace health and safety legislation and regulator guidance that applies to the site and
jurisdiction, then check the site operator's procedures and permit requirements. An energy glossary can
explain the acronym but cannot determine site-specific duties. Record the relevant safety constraints
before designing or scheduling work.

### How should OHS considerations be integrated into energy project planning?

OHS considerations should be documented as operating constraints during the assessment phase of
our six-stage delivery approach. When preparing a project brief, identify site-specific safety
requirements, restricted work windows, personnel access limitations and equipment handling
procedures. These constraints shape feasibility studies, installation planning and commissioning scope.
Recording OHS responsibilities and constraints explicitly prevents designs from conflicting with
workplace safety obligations and helps identify dependencies between energy upgrades and
operational management.

### What role do operating constraints play in energy project scope?



Operating constraints, including OHS requirements, define the conditions under which energy
improvements must be delivered. During the Assess stage, we document constraints such as
production schedules, safety protocols and facility access restrictions. These constraints determine
whether modifications are technically feasible, when implementation can occur, and what evidence and
approvals are needed. Ignoring constraints can invalidate feasibility assumptions or create conflicts
with operational responsibilities and regulatory compliance.

### How does Northmore Gordon handle safety considerations in industrial facilities assessment?

Our assessment process requires clients to identify operating constraints and safety requirements
before technical evaluation begins. For industrial facilities, animal processing sites and water utilities,
safety considerations around equipment changes, electrical modifications, and operational procedures
are documented in the project brief. Our six-stage approach includes a Deliver stage where project
management encompasses safety compliance, but detailed OHS planning remains the responsibility of
the facility and its appointed safety professionals, not the energy consultant.

### What information about safety should be included in an initial energy project enquiry?

Initial enquiries should identify operating constraints including any safety-related restrictions on work
timing, equipment access, personnel availability and operational procedures. For industrial sites,
describe production schedules, shutdown windows and any hazardous processes. For water utilities,
note asset reliability requirements and operational continuity needs. Include information about existing
safety management systems and the person responsible for workplace safety oversight. This allows
Northmore Gordon to scope work appropriately and identify dependencies with facility management
and safety teams.

### How do energy audits account for workplace safety in their recommendations?

Energy audits identify improvement opportunities within documented operating constraints, which
include OHS requirements. When audit recommendations affect equipment, electrical supply or
operational procedures, the project brief should note safety implications and approval requirements.
For example, compressed-air system assessments or refrigeration modifications in food and beverage
facilities must respect temperature controls and hygiene procedures. The opportunity register records
implementation dependencies; detailed OHS risk assessment remains the responsibility of the site
safety team and relevant health and safety regulator.

### Can Northmore Gordon modify equipment if OHS concerns exist?

No. We deliver technical assessment and project support; it does not make independent OHS
determinations or override facility safety protocols. If a proposed energy improvement creates OHS
concerns, the facility operator and their appointed safety professionals must evaluate and approve any
modifications. The project scope should explicitly identify where OHS approval or additional
assessment is required before proceeding. This ensures that energy decisions and safety compliance
remain coordinated and that appropriate responsibilities are maintained throughout implementation.


