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# RSC

According to our glossary page, RSC stands for Refrigerated Storage Cabinet. This is a type of
refrigeration equipment commonly used in food and beverage operations for product preservation and
storage at controlled temperatures. RSCs are assessed as part of the broader refrigeration
investigation area identified by the Australian Government sector guide for food and beverage
manufacturing. Understanding RSC specifications, cooling duty and operational requirements forms the
starting point for energy efficiency assessment.

## Related guidance
Government schemes
Certificate services

Certificate trading

Measurement and verification
Energy audits

What to do after an energy audit
### What does RSC stand for?

According to our glossary page, RSC stands for Refrigerated Storage Cabinet. This is a type of
refrigeration equipment commonly used in food and beverage operations for product preservation and
storage at controlled temperatures. RSCs are assessed as part of the broader refrigeration
investigation area identified by the Australian Government sector guide for food and beverage
manufacturing. Understanding RSC specifications, cooling duty and operational requirements forms the
starting point for energy efficiency assessment.

### How does an RSC fit within food and beverage refrigeration assessment?

RSCs are a key component in food and beverage manufacturing operations where we identify
refrigeration as a significant energy investigation area. Assessment of RSCs involves evaluating
cooling demand, system performance, heat gain, and defrost cycle efficiency to identify energy savings
opportunities. The starting requirement is the product or process condition that must be maintained.
Efficiency work must be assessed within those operational requirements rather than pursuing savings
that compromise food safety or production reliability.

### What are the five assessment questions Northmore Gordon recommends for RSC performance
evaluation?

Our refrigeration guidance specifies five key assessment questions: Is the cooling service greater than
the process needs? Is avoidable heat entering the cooled space or process? Is the equipment
delivering the required service efficiently across its actual load range? Is rejected heat useful elsewhere
on the site? Which modifications are practical within operational and quality constraints? These



guestions are assessment inquiries, not instructions to change settings without technical approval, and
form the foundation of RSC performance review.

### Why should RSC performance be measured before upgrading?

Measurement and verification of existing RSC performance establishes a credible baseline for
comparison. Understanding actual cooling loads, operating patterns and system efficiency helps
distinguish between unnecessary capacity and genuine requirements. This evidence supports
investment decisions and ensures appropriate equipment sizing. Documenting energy records,
temperature conditions, production throughput, defrost settings and maintenance history before
implementing changes provides the foundation for demonstrating energy savings from upgrades
through post-implementation performance verification.

### How should RSC modifications be compared on a consistent basis?

We recommend that for each proposed RSC option, the assessment should show the required cooling
duty, assumptions about production and storage loads, equipment and installation scope, operating
constraints and expected maintenance implications. The comparison must clarify whether useful heat
recovery is included in the estimate and how overlap with other projects is handled. Comparing
alternatives against the same energy prices, production assumptions and operating requirements
ensures that financial and technical decisions rest on equivalent information.

### What post-project evidence should be agreed for an RSC upgrade?

Before RSC implementation, stakeholders should agree the measurement boundary, review period and
variables that could affect consumption. Commissioning information must be retained and any
departures from design documented. Identify who will review data quality and investigate unexpected
changes. If certificates are being considered, select the applicable activity and method using the actual
location and implementation date. A refrigeration opportunity may be technically valuable while
requiring a different evidence route from another project with similar equipment.

### How can Northmore Gordon assist with RSC energy optimization?

We offer energy audits, utility benchmarking, metering and monitoring plans, and measurement and
verification support for refrigeration systems including RSCs. Our six-stage delivery approach connects
technical assessment through to ongoing performance monitoring. Services span industrial facilities
and food and beverage operations where RSCs operate. The appropriate starting point depends on the
specific decision: audit scope for initial opportunities, feasibility studies for major upgrades,
measurement plans for baseline establishment, or investment cases comparing alternatives.

### Can RSC improvements qualify for environmental certificates or funding support?

RSC equipment upgrades may be eligible for support under schemes like Victorian Energy Upgrades
or NSW Energy Savings Scheme, depending on the activity, location, equipment specifications and
scheme eligibility criteria. Certificate eligibility depends on the specific method, timing and evidence
requirements. We provide environmental certificate assessment, project registration support and
funding pathway evaluation. However, a technically sensible RSC upgrade is not automatically eligible;
scheme requirements must be checked at the project stage before installation commitments are made.



