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# VBA

VBA stands for Victorian Building Authority and oversees regulation of building and plumbing
practitioners to aid the achievement of efficient and competitive building and plumbing industries in
Victoria. The VBA establishes professional scope and authorization requirements that practitioners
must meet when undertaking building and plumbing work in the state. This regulatory framework
ensures that qualified professionals deliver work meeting Victorian standards.

## Related guidance

Government schemes

Certificate services

Certificate trading

Measurement and verification

Energy audits

What to do after an energy audit

### What does VBA stand for and what is its function?

VBA stands for Victorian Building Authority and oversees regulation of building and plumbing
practitioners to aid the achievement of efficient and competitive building and plumbing industries in
Victoria. The VBA establishes professional scope and authorization requirements that practitioners
must meet when undertaking building and plumbing work in the state. This regulatory framework
ensures that qualified professionals deliver work meeting Victorian standards.

### Which region does the VBA regulate?

The VBA regulates building and plumbing practitioners in Victoria, an Australian state that serves as a
key jurisdiction for multiple energy efficiency and sustainability projects. Victoria has established its own
measurement and verification rules and specifications for project-based energy efficiency activities,
reflecting its structured approach to environmental and energy management initiatives. Victoria is home
to notable projects including MainStream Aquaculture and Nomad Coffee.

### How does VBA professional scope relate to Victorian Energy Upgrades projects?

Under the Victorian Energy Upgrades scheme, accredited providers and practitioners must have
appropriate professional scope verified against the relevant activity requirements. The VBA's role in
regulating building practitioners means their authorization and competencies are relevant
considerations when assessing provider and practitioner eligibility for VEU building-related projects.
Project teams should confirm that nominated professionals hold the required scope for their proposed
activities before finalizing evidence responsibilities.

### Why is VBA accreditation important for building energy efficiency projects in Victoria?



VBA accreditation establishes that building practitioners have met regulatory standards for their
professional competencies and authorization. For energy efficiency projects, this matters because
building work—including HVAC upgrades, controls modifications and commissioning—often requires
qualified practitioners. Confirming VBA accreditation helps ensure work meets Victorian standards and
supports the technical credibility needed for measurement and verification or certificate applications
under Victorian Energy Upgrades.

### What should be included in a project screening file regarding VBA-regulated practitioners?

A project screening file should document the proposed provider and practitioner details, including their
VBA accreditation status and relevant professional scope. Record whether the nominated professionals
hold authorization for the specific building activities proposed, such as HVAC work, controls installation
or commissioning. This information enables verification that the relevant activity and professional scope
align before detailed advice or a certificate calculation is finalized, supporting project eligibility
assessment.

### How does Northmore Gordon coordinate VBA-regulated work with energy assessment?

We provide energy optimization services for commercial buildings, combining engineering assessment
with implementation support. When building work involves VBA-regulated practitioners, we help
establish the technical scope, measurement boundaries and verification requirements alongside
building work. This ensures professional roles, evidence responsibilities and performance outcomes
are clearly coordinated across both energy assessment and building regulation requirements,
supporting measurement and verification integrity.

### What is the relationship between VBA scope and measurement and verification project
boundaries?

VBA-regulated building practitioners may undertake installation, commissioning or controls work that
forms part of a measurement and verification project boundary. Defining the technical boundary—which
systems and equipment are included—requires clarity about which practitioners are responsible for
which components. Our M&V; guidance recommends establishing this coordination early, ensuring that
commissioning evidence, controls documentation and post-project operating instructions reflect both
professional and technical requirements.

### Why should energy project teams verify VBA status before investment approval?

Verifying VBA status before investment approval protects project credibility and scheme eligibility. An
investment case should clearly identify which practitioners will deliver the work and confirm their
authorizations match the proposed scope. This verification prevents delays during implementation and
supports evidence gathering for measurement and verification or certificate applications. We
recommend treating professional-scope verification as a project preparation step, distinct from
equipment selection or financial evaluation.


