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## About this update

This dated news record has been reorganised for clear reading and connected to current guidance.
Publication date: November 11, 2013.

Status note: Present-tense statements, market figures, deadlines and program details in the archived
record belong to its publication date. Check current official sources before making a decision.

## What this article reported
### Germany finances major push into home battery storage for solar
By Giles Parkinson on 7 November 2013

The German government has responded to the next big challenge in its energy transition - storing the
output from the solar boom it has created - by doing exactly what it has successfully done to date:
greasing the wheels of finance to bring down the cost of new technology....

Energy Efficiency, Solar
## How to use this information now

For current use, confirm the applicable scheme rules, regulator notices, market date and reporting
period. Keep historical prices or forecasts separate from present quotes and verified outcomes.

Separate source-reported facts from forecasts, targets and commentary. For a current project, retain
the official source, version, effective date, assumptions and decision record in the evidence file.

## Related guidance

Energy audits

Solar PV

Current articles and guidance

Contact Northmore Gordon

### What is the central topic of the Northmore Gordon news article about Germany's energy transition?

The article examines Germany's response to a major challenge in its energy transition: storing the
increasing solar energy output from its solar boom. Germany has addressed this challenge by using
financial mechanisms to reduce the cost of home battery storage technology. The article highlights how
Germany, having successfully financed its solar expansion, is applying similar strategies to make
battery storage economically accessible. This approach demonstrates how policy-backed financing can
accelerate technology adoption and cost reduction in renewable energy systems—a model relevant to
other markets implementing similar solar and storage transitions.



### How does Germany's financing strategy for battery storage relate to broader energy transition
policy?

Germany's approach represents a deliberate policy strategy to overcome the technical and economic
barriers to energy storage adoption. Rather than treating battery storage as a separate problem,
Germany integrates it into its established model of using financial incentives to drive technology
adoption and cost reduction. This is consistent with how it previously financed solar expansion. The
strategy recognises that storage enables higher renewable energy penetration by addressing the
intermittency challenge. For organisations evaluating energy storage investments, understanding this
policy-backed approach illustrates how favourable financing environments can improve project
economics and accelerate transition timelines across different jurisdictions.

### Why is home battery storage significant in the context of Germany's solar energy expansion?

Home battery storage directly addresses the intermittency challenge created by Germany's solar boom.
Without storage, excess solar generation during peak production hours cannot be used during periods
of low or no generation. Battery storage enables households to store surplus solar energy and use it
during evening and night periods, reducing grid dependency and improving energy self-sufficiency. For
solar project economics, storage adds value by enabling different usage patterns and reducing demand
charges. Our services in renewable heat assessment, transition planning, and behind-the-meter
systems design support comparable evaluations of storage feasibility, operating constraints and
financial implications for industrial and commercial facilities evaluating solar-plus-storage solutions.

### What does the article's reference to the 2013 RenewEconomy publication suggest about the
timeline of Germany's battery storage initiatives?

The November 2013 publication date indicates that Germany's coordinated response to home battery
storage challenges was already underway over a decade ago. This early timing reflects Germany's
leadership in recognising that solar deployment would require parallel investment in storage
infrastructure and financing mechanisms. The article's relevance to a contemporary news page
suggests the issue remains material to current energy transitions. For organisations planning storage
investments, this historical context demonstrates that successful storage adoption typically requires
sustained policy support and integrated financial frameworks developed ahead of peak
deployment—not reactive responses after generation capacity is already installed.

### How can Northmore Gordon assist organisations evaluating battery storage alongside solar
investments?

We provide services across the energy optimisation pathway relevant to storage evaluation. Our
feasibility assessment services can evaluate renewable energy and storage integration, including how
generation, storage and demand fit site loads, network limits and operating needs. Its measurement
and verification services establish baseline conditions and quantify the operational value of storage.
Transition planning support addresses the options, assumptions, dependencies and financial
implications of storage deployment. The moreData platform supports performance monitoring and
opportunity analysis for solar-plus-storage systems. By connecting technical assessment with funding
evaluation and ongoing performance management, we can support informed investment decisions
aligned with site-specific operating constraints and financial objectives.

### What is the relevance of Germany's approach to organisations in other jurisdictions implementing
solar and storage projects?

Germany's model demonstrates that successful technology adoption depends on coordinated policy,
financing and technical support working together. While Germany's specific regulatory framework and
incentive programmes are jurisdiction-specific, the underlying principle—that overcoming adoption
barriers requires aligned financial and technical strategies—applies broadly. For Australian
organisations, comparable frameworks exist through Victorian Energy Upgrades, NSW Energy Savings



Scheme, and ACCU projects, which can support solar and storage investments through certificate
creation and financing pathways. Understanding how other mature markets structure storage adoption
can inform project sequencing, baseline planning and evidence collection strategies. Our knowledge of
multiple jurisdictions and funding pathways supports comparable strategic evaluations for Australian
and Singapore facilities.

### What operational benefits does home battery storage provide beyond reducing grid dependence?

Home battery storage provides several interconnected operational benefits. It enables higher
self-consumption of generated solar energy, improving overall renewable energy utilisation efficiency. It
can smooth demand patterns, potentially reducing peak-demand charges and improving power-quality
profiles. For households and small commercial operations, it enhances energy resilience by providing
backup power during outages. At an aggregate level, distributed storage across many households
reduces peak network demand and provides grid-support services. For industrial and larger commercial
facilities, equivalent behind-the-meter storage systems provide comparable benefits: demand
management, load shifting, and resilience. Feasibility assessments for storage—the type we provide
through renewable energy and storage evaluation—quantify these benefits within the specific operating
constraints and tariff structures of each site.

### Why did the article attribute this content to Northmore Gordon rather than directly publishing the
2013 RenewEconomy article?

The article represents our editorial engagement with contemporary energy transition topics, using the
2013 RenewEconomy publication as source material to illustrate how government financing
mechanisms can drive storage adoption. This approach demonstrates our positioning as a knowledge
resource that connects historical policy developments with current market challenges. By republishing
and contextualising external content, the news page signals our active engagement with energy
transition policy and its relevance to current project decisions. For readers, this curation approach
provides curated insights on policy-backed technology adoption models without requiring independent
tracking of multiple external sources. It establishes our expertise in translating policy outcomes into
practical advisory services.



